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STATE of the CoLLATION 


O F THE 
HEBREW MANUSCRIPTS 


r 


OLD TESTAMENT; 


AT THE END of the EIGHTH YEAR, 


M DCC LX VII: 
By 
B EN J. KENNIiCOoTT, D. D. F. R. 8. 


— — 


Member of 


The Royal Society of Sciences, at GOETTINGEN; 
The Theodore- Palatine Academy, at Max HEIM; 
The Royal Academy of Inſcriptions &c. at Pa R Is; 


And Keeper of The RA DC LIFE Library, in 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS may be delivered to the following 
Bookſellers : Meſſrs Fletcher, and Prince, in Oxford; 
Meſſrs Thurlbourn & Moodyer, in Cambridge; Meſſrs 
Rivington, Payne, Dodſiey, and Fletcher, in London. 
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Illuftrieus and Learned Par RO Ns of my Colla- 

tion of the Hebrew MSS of the Old Teſtament ; 
in order to lay before Them the Progreſs made in the 
Work, and the Encouragement with which it has been 
honoured, in the preſent year, which is the EIO Hrn 
from the beginning of this Undertaking. 


= is with great pleaſure, that I now wait upon the 


To the number of- Seventy MSS, collated in the 7 
years preceding, are to be now added FIFTEEN; ſo 
that the whole number of MSS at home, now collated, 
amounts to EIGHTY Five. And as to the MSS at 
home, yet unexamined ; I hope, and believe, they will 
be all collated during the two next years. And, if ſo; 
then will this Collation have been ſingularly fortunate : 
as being compleated in the very time, which, upon a 
Calculation at firſt made, I declared to be neceſſary, 
namely TEN YEARS, 


Of the 15 MSS, now collated, Four belong to The - 
Britiſh Muſeum, and are the whole ( out of the 28 in 
that invaluable Repoſitory) which remained uncollated : 
Three other MSS belong to the Library of The Royal 
Society ; and Six to the Library of Corpus Chriſti College, 
in Oxford. And for the uſe of all theſe MSS, com- 
municated in the moſt obliging manner, I publickly 
expreſs my thanks. I muſt here alſo make my acknow- 
ledgments to The Maſter and Fellows of St John's 
College, in Cambridge ; who have lately lent me Two 
valuable MSS : which, not being yet collated, are not 
included in the number before ſpecified. 


During the laſt year it was happily diſcovered, that 
the printed Hebrew Bibles differed greatly from each 
other; and that the moſt early editions had many and 
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important Variations, agreeably to the more antient 
MSS ; whilſt the modern editions agree only with the 
lateſt MSS. The oldeſt editions therefore being very 
valuable, and abſolutely neceſſary to be collated like- 
wiſe; I beg leave to expreſs my gratitude in the moſt 
dutiful manner to HIS MAJESTY, The Royal 
and Munificent Patron of this Work, for the uſe of 
an antient and very curious Pentateuch, upon fine vel- 
lum, one of the moſt elegant Books that ever came 
from the Preſs ( for there are proofs of its being print- 
ed, tho' it has frequently been taken for a MS ) which 
= HIS MAJESTY graciouſly commanded to be lent 
me at the end of the laſt year, and which was collated 
in the beginning of the preſent, 

Three years before this Royal Pentateuch, which is 
dated in 1491, there was printed the frft edition of 
the whole Hebrew Bible; and of this Bible only 3 co- 
pies were known in Europe, till a fourth was fortu- 
nately purchaſed, this year, by my very learned Friend 
Mr SANFORD, of Ballio College. The Collation of 
this printed Bible is already fo far advanced as to ſhew, 
that it is exceedingly valuable; and it certainly con- 
"tains ſome thouſands of Variations, ſeveral of which 
are of conſiderable conſequence : a deciſive confutation 
this of the opinion, which, till within a year or two 
paſt, obtained univerſally among the Learned, that a/l 
the printed Heb. Bibles were entirely or nearly the ſame. 
On this very intereſting article of the oldeſt printed 
editions, I ſhall obſerve farther, that to the catalogue 
of them given in my laſt Account are to be now added, 
not only this firſt whole Bible dated in 1488, but alſo 
another copy of the ETON Hagiographa, of 1487, 
preſerved in the Caſanatenſian library at Rome; and alſo 

2 others (both older than that of the Prophets in 1486) 
- One, containing 7%. Judg. & Sam. in 1484, which 


1 have myſelf ſeen in The Royal Library at Paris — 
and the other, a Pentateuch, in 1482, which Maffei 
ſays (Veron. Iiluſtrat. 3, 7) is preſerved at Verona: and 
there is another copy of this Pentateuch in the curious 
Library of His Serene Highneſs The Margrave of 
BapEt n-DURLAC, at the palace of Cari/rube. * Hence 
then it appears, that the method, which ſeems to have 
been originally obſerved in printing the Heb. Bible, : 
| was juſt what might have been expected; firſt, the 
A Pentateuch, in 1482 ; ſecondly, the Prior Prophets, in 
I 1484; thirdly, the Poſterior Prophets, in 1486;. and 
fourthly, the Hagiographa, in 1487: and, after the 
4 great parts had been thus printed ſeparately ( each 
with a comment) the whole Text (without a comment) 
was printed in one volume, in 1488, And the Text 
continued to be printed, as in theſe firſt editions, ſo in 
ſeveral others for 20 or 3o years, without marginal 
Keri or Maſora, and with greater agreement to the 
more antient MSS; till, about, the year 1520, ſome of 
the Jews adopted later MSS, and the Maſora: which 
abſurd preference has obtained ever ſince. 


In the laſt Account I aſſured the Reader, that 108 
Tranſcripts of Collations were then depoſited in the 
Bodleian Library; and a Catalogue, ſpecifying the 
Collations fo tranſcribed and depoſited, was ſigned by 
the Principal Librarian, on May 24. 1767: which Ca- 
talogue is too large to be inſerted in this Account. 
And to the Tranſcripts before depoſited have been 


y * „* * vas 
Lian a — ”. 3 


. » 
PRs 5 — * * 
1 " — Pp 
4 L — 


The place, where the latter of theſe 2 copies is preſerved, 
was made known to me by my learned Friend Mr Bruns; whom 
I have deſired to collate this fir/f-printed Pentateuch. And I was 
favoured with the notice of the former by the learned. Monſ. Mer- 
cier, the very worthy Librarian of the St Genovefe library at Paris; 
who has lately been preſented by His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty to a 
Mitred Abbey. 


lately added 213 ſo that the number, now in the Bod- 
3! teian, amounts to ONE HUNDRED & TWENTY NINE. 


The only articles at home, which I ſhall here add, are 
4% — that I have been highly obliged by the reverend 
40 and learned Dr Gill; who has extracted and ſent me 
4 the Variations from the modern Bibles in the paſſages 
. quoted in the Talmuds both of Jeruſalem and Babylon, 
8 and alſo in the Rabbotb which Variations, in theſe 
antient books of the Jews, affect the Hebrew Text of 
0 the Old Teſtament, as the Variations in the antient 
? Chriſtian Fathers affect the Greek Text of the New. 
= And laſtly: the Heb. MSS in England have been this E 
year increaſed by Two, now my own; which did be- 
long to the late Dr De Wilbem, of Lekkerkirk near 
Rotterdam: and one of theſe is the magnificent and 
curious MS, which was celebrated in the Account of 
my. Work for the year 1763. Theſe MSS. bave been 
kindly purchaſed, at my requeſt, by the Reverend Dr. 
Richardſon, Chaplain to His Excellency Sir Jos AHR 
York E, His Majeſty's Ambaſſador at the Hague. 
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As to Collations procured, in the preſent year, from 3 
abroad; I ſhall begin with thoſe, which I have juſt 
received from DENMARK: very obligingly tranſ- | 
mitted to me by His Excellency the Baron DR BERN·. 
$TORFF, Principal Secretary of State. The Various 
Readings of Seven MSS, lately purchaſed in Egypt, ! 
muſt be thought very deſirable. And therefore, hen 
the uſe of theſe MSS was voluntarily offered me, by 
order of His late DAN ISH Majesrty; I gratefully. 4 
accepted it. And I now expreſs my Thanks in this 
public manner to His Majeſty the preſent KING of 4 
DENMARK, not only for the uſe of theſe 7 MSS, 
but alſo of one other, long preſerved in the Royal Li- . 
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brary. . Theſe 8 MSS have been collated by the Orien- 
tal Profeſſor Mr Kall, together with other learned Gen- 
tlemen at Copenhagen, the Profeſſors Cramer, Holmes, 


Roſenſtand Goiſke &c. 


1 have likewiſe received a Collation of the whole 
Hebrew Bible, printed in 1494 ; which did belong to 
LuTHEtx, and is now preſerved in the Royal Library 
at BERLIN. This curious edition was collated by the 
learned Profeſſor Schulze, aſſiſted by his learned Wife; 
and the Variations in this from the modern editions are 
very numerous and valuable. This Collation was very 
obligingly tranſmitted to me by His Excellency Sir 
AnvDdatw MITCHELL, His Majeſty's Ambaſſador 
at Berlin. 


From FloRENOE I have received this year the 
Collation of a MS in the Library of Duke STroz z 1, 
collated by the learned Fathers Berretta and Bartoli; 
which Collation was kindly brought me by Mr Worſely, 
at the requeſt of Sir Horace Mann, His Majeity's 
Reſident in that City. | 


The 2 MSS, formerly belonging to Reuchlin, now 
preſerved in the Library of The Margrave of Bape N- 
DuRLac (together with a 3d MS containing the book 
of Pſalms ) haye been examined, and their Variations 
ſent me, in the preſent year, by Mr Bruns. Theſe 
are the 2 MSS, from which, on account of their ( ſup- 
poſed ) very high antiquity and extraordinary merit, a 
new edition of the Hebrew Bible was propoſed to have 
been made abour ten years ago. Their Various Read- 
ings are really of conſiderable value: and it is particu- 
larly obſervable, that in one of theſe MSS, after the 
prophecy of Malachi, the next book is Daniel; placed 
in that order by the Tranſcriber himſelf. 
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Among the learned Foreigners, by whom I have 
been favoured with Letters during this year, particular 
mention muſt be made of Profeſſor Nagel, of Altdorff 
near Nuremburg. From this Gentleman I have learnt, 
that an Hebrew Bible, in 7 folio volumes, which was 
lately to be fold, is purchaſed for the public Library 
at Nuremburg. And this valuable MS, together with 
3 others, is very fortunately preſerved in a Country, 
where there are Men ſo munificent, and animated with 
ſo much Public Spirit, as to order Collations of theſe 
MSS to be made for me AT THEIR OWN EXPENCE. 
The ,generous Perſons, who thus demonſtrate their 
Zeal for the honour of Revelation, and the common 
benefit of Europe, are The Nluſtrious Cas 1sTorneR 
CHarLes KRess DE KRESSENSTEIN, and The Illuſ- 
trious Paul CHARLES WELSER DE NEUNHOF ; both 


' Knights of the holy Roman Empire. To theſe Patrons 


the warmeſt Thanks, which I can exprefs, are juſtly 
due; and their Examples, if followed, would render 


this Work compleat, by: enabling it to appear at once, 


with the various readings of all the MSS in Europe. 
An Event this — which, tho' impoſſible upon the pre- 
ſent Subſcription, might very eaſily be obtained; if 
the Rich and the GREAT in the ſeveral parts of Eu- 
rope would, at heir own Expence likewiſe, order Col- 
lations to be made of the MSS in their reſpective 
Countries. | 


With the notice of this munificent offer from Nu- 
remburg, muſt be again mentioned the liberal Sub- 
ſcription, with which my Work has been diſtinguiſhed 
by THE AcabEux of MANHEIM; a favour, already 
taken notice of with proper gratitude : : and the Con- 
tinuance of This Subſcription is here acknowledged 
with great thankfulneſs. 


Due mention has been alſo made of the favoiit of 
Monſ. I bt Ladvorat, late Heb. Profeſſor at The Sor- 
Jonne; who collated, without reward, ſeveral of the 
Paris MSS : and whoſe great zeal for the promotion 
of this Work appears farther from a Letter of his 
lately printed, in which are theſe words — mais nous 
waurons une edition pure et correfte du Texte Hebreu, que 
quand paroltra celle que M. Nennicott Savant Angleis 
nous prepare. Je contribuerai de mon c6tt à I aider dans 
cette importante entrepriſe, ſoit en lui communiquaiit mes 
remarques, ſoit en collationnant tous les Manuſcrits He- 
breux qui ſont 2 Paris, et en lui en envoyant les Variantes.* 
Some of theſe Collations were ſent me by the Profeſſor 
hitſelf; and others, made under his care, have been 
( ſince his death) kindly tranſmitted by Menſ. I 4534 
Le Blond: from whom I have lately received the laſt 
fruits of that Profeſſot*s benevolent aſſiſtance. But my 
advantages from the Sorbonne by no means ended with 
that Profeſſot's life; as he was ſucceeded in the Heb. 
Chair by my very learned Countryman Monſ. L' Att 
Hooke, to whom I ain under till greater obligations. 
For thro? his favour, and the kindneſs of Monſ. L' Abb+ 
Aſſline, 1 have received ſeveral other Collations, partly 
from the Sorbonne, and partly from the Royal Library 
at Paris; and the aſſiſtance of theſe Gentlemen is o- 
bligingly offered, and gratefully accepted, as to ſome 
other MSS. 


A learned Proteſtant alſo, Profeſſor V erſchuir, of Franequer, in in 
his Diſſertation lately printed, has honoured my Work with the ſol- 
lowing approbation. De eo nobis et univerſo orbi Chriſtians gratula- 
mar, quod tot manu exarati codices remanſerint, ex quorum cllatione 
genuine leftiones a peritis et veri amantibus criticism magnam partem 
facile indagari poſſint ; et quod iſtum laborem in ſe ſuſceperit B. Ken- 
nicotus, vir — @ quo eptima quavis de hoc opere ſperamus 
public? pro ſuſcepto hoc utiliſino opere maximas ago gratias; e 
4% id ad finem perducere conetur, enix? rego. 
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My thanks however are not due to theſe two Friends, 
merely for ſome Collations ; but alſo, for a thouſand 
Obligations which they conferred upon me, in perſon, 
whilſt I was at Paris, viſiting the MSS, during the 
laſt fummer, For, convinced of its being my duty ta 
do every thing in my power towards the perfection of 
my Work, and convinced likewiſe that many advan- 
tages would reſult from my own examinations, in a 
City, which may boaſt of near One Hundred Heb. and 
Samar. MSS; I went, and examined accordingly : and 
I have the pleaſure to acquaint the Reader, that the 
Viſit has been productive of very great utility to my 


Work, in yarious ways. And I here acknowledge, 
with the warmeſt gratitude, the many Favours ſhewn 


to me at Paris, in the moſt honourable manner ; par- 
ticularly, by His Grace ThE DUKE DE Nivernoirs, 
and His Excellency THE Earl OT RocnrorD. 
To which Illuſtrious Names I muſt add that of His 
Grace The Lord AR H-BISHO or Paris; wha 
very obligingly ordered ſeveral Libraries to be exa- 
mined, where there might paſſibly be Heb. MSS- not 
publickly known: and has ſince condeſcended to fa- 


vour me with a Letter, expreſſive of His great Good- 


will to me and to my Work. 


The uſe of the 37 Heb. MSS, and 2 Samaritan, 
preſerved in the very magnificent Library of H1s 


 MosT CurisTian Maj s rv, was granted me, 
in the moſt obliging manner, by the Royal Librarians 


Monſ. Caperonier and Monſ. Bejot. One of the oldeſt 
and beſt of theſe Royal MSS, containing the whole 
Bible, has been examined; and the Various Readings, 
extracted from it, are numerous and of great conſe- 
quence. The treaſures of the SoxBONNE were freely 


opened to me likewiſe; in which ample library are 29 
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Heb. MSS. The ſame favour was obtained from the 
learned Fathers of the OR AToR x, as to their 8 Heb. 
MSS, and 2 Samaritan; one of theſe is the copy from 
which Morinus printed, and is the only Samar. MS 
(out of 16 now in Europe) which has yet been made 
proper uſe of: tho' the other 4 copies in Paris have 
the true readings in ſeveral places, where the MS of 
Morinus is wrong. The Librarians alſo of St GE N o- 
VEFE, St GERMAIN DES PREs, St VICTOIRE, and 
the M1N1M Fathers, very readily communicated their 
MSS: in the 3d and 4th of which libraries are 2 
Heb. MSS; in the 2d library are 3 Heb. MSS and 4 
of the Greek Verſion, one of which is above a thou- 
ſand years old; and in the 1ſt library is one Heb. MS, 
with a MS of the Samar. Pentateuch : and, as I found 
this Samar. MS to contain many and valuable Various 
Readings, it has been ſince collated for me by my 
learned Friend Mr Lobſtein of Straſburg. From this 
ſame excellent library was lent me alſo a written Col- 
lation (made by Morinus) of the Samar. and Heb. Pen- 
tateuchs; noting their differences, and frequently add- 
ing the authorities of the antient Verſions: which cu- 
rious MS was tranſcribed for me, while at Paris, by 
Mr Bruns, who kindly came to me thither from Carl/- 
ruhe. As the MSS before - mentioned were, out of ſin- 
gular Veneration for my Work, lent me. at my own 
3 Hotel; and as I had therefore all tbe Samar. MSS at 
A Paris open before me at the ſame time: I not only was 
1 honoured with a Sight, which perhaps no other perſon 
ever ſaw; but J alſo felt a peculiar pleaſure, at behold- 
ing theſe pretious remains of ſacred Antiquity, which 
I hoped to render. very ſerviceable to the correction 
of the Heb. Pentateuch. | 

Among the many learned and worthy Perſons, wha 
contributed to render my ſtay at Paris uſeful and agree- 


„ — 
"et . 1 2 n 2 r — Foe a IE. RE oo + We Roam 
1 * * 4 — as * "PS 0% 69 5 * * 2 — - OR "AY - vn” N w = RS 

= _ * I ung a ah law 4 22 

. n * — 


2 * 2 2 PISA 


r . 
8 __—— 2 


N 
eres a 1 
- 


— my — "a 
TOO — o 


a * 8 
17 2 1 0 * 
. — — 4 * 9 
* 
0 * 


* 


* ö 


» 0 8 « 
i LO * — 
* 7. 
' , 9 « * — — 4 
* „ 3 r N 
. 2 g — \ POE me ' 
o — = „ — 9 -y — 
ü—öNͤ—U— — —— — — —— — — 2 — ——ʒ 4õ — — —_—_ A, ————— - — ' — 
as % - » >=. < * 2 9 — a OY * - h — o- v —— * — 
- 
* © 


able; my Thanks are particularly due to Monſ. Dx 
Ba He, Monſ. DE Bx AUNMO NT, Father BER TIER, 
and Colonel DRomooLD. And laſtly: I muſt make 
my public acknowledgments to The Preſident and 
Metnbers of Tut Royar AcAbEMx or IxsckITTIoNsS 
Ab Brrrtrs Ltttkes, for the great Honour done 
me by admitting me a Member of their Illuſtrious So- 
ciety; which Admiſſion is expreſſed in the following 


Diploma. 


Extrait des Regiftres de] ACADEMIE ROYALE des 
InsCRIPTIONS ef BELLEs LETTRES. 


Du Vendredi, Sept Aut, 1767. 


Sur la propoſition faite a la Compagnie par M. Le Prifident de 


donner un timoignage public d"eflime & de conſideration a M. Lt 
Dofteur Kennicot, qui g fait un nom dans la Republique des 
Lettres par des ouvrages on erudition et la critique ſe font tgale- 
ment remarguers La Compagnie perſuadie qu il eft dt fon devoir et 
de fon intiret, d entretenir avec les ſgavants ttrangers un com- 
merce utile au progres des Lettres, a, par une diliberation unanime, 
mis Monſieur Le Dofteur Kennicot au nombre de ſes correſpon- 
dants, et a charge” M. Le Beau, ſon Secretaire perpetuel, de lui 


expidrer des Lettres de Correſpondance ſulvant uſage et dans la 
forms ordinaire. 


En foi de quoi Jai f ſigns les preſentes Lettres ſcellies du ſgeau de 
Academie. Fait & @ Paris au Louvre le dit jour ſept Aout, 1767. 


Ls Brau, Secretaire Perpetuel. 


As this Year has been diſtinguiſhed by two Events, 
not already mentioned; I cannot cloſe this Account, 


without making the moſt grateful mention of Both. 


The one is — the Honour done me by His Grace The 
Lord Arxcnu-BisnoP or CanTERBURy, and The other 
GREAT OFFICERS OF STATE &c. who are Electors 
of The RapcLirrx Librarian, in appointing me lately 
to that Office. And the other article, with which [ 
ſhall conclude this Account, is — my great Obligation 
to a Lady lately deceaſed, whom I had never ſeen; 


Mrs ELIZABETH GRIFFEN, of Wokingham, Berks: 
who, from the opinion She had formed of the Uſeful- 
neſs of my Work, and of the Labour with which it 
is attended, has bequeathed to me by Her Will a Le- 
gacy of TWO HUNDRED POUNDS, to be paid by 
Her Executors, as ſoon as I ſhall have compleated the 
Collation of the Holy Bible, which I have now under- 


taken. 


THE CERTIFICATE. 


HE Delegates of the Preſs, in the Univerſity of Oxford, 

having in January 1760 ſubſcribed to Dr Kennicott's 
Collation of the Hebrew MSS; and having inſerted in an Or- 
der then made the following words [ That their Subſcription be 
continued at the beginning of every Year, upon Dr Kennicott's pro- 
ducing a Certificate from the Royal Profeſſor of Hebrew, that 
in his Judgment a competent Progreſs hath been made in the ſaid 
Work during the Year preceding ; ] and the ſaid Delegates, as 
well as the Univerſity of Cambridge, having in the beginning 
of the laſt Year again renewed their Subſcription to this Work 
on condition of a Certificate from me, as before-mentioned ; 
and Dr Kennicott having applied to me for ſuch a Certifi- 
cate: I do hereby accordingly Certify, for the Satisfaction of 
both theſe Univerſities, and of ſuch Perſons as have encouraged 
this Work by their Subſcriptions, that the ſeveral Parts of the 
Collation, made during this Eighth Year, have been laid 
before me; and my Opinion is, that Dr Kennicott hath made 
a very competent Progreſs in the ſaid Collation. And, upon 
conſidering ſeveral of the Various Readings, which he has 
already diſcovered in the Hebrew MSS; I think this Work 
will be of very conſiderable Service to Sacred Literature. 
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